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The year 2010 has been an eventful year, with many activities and events that has been 

organized by the various sub-committees of the Selangor Bar. At the same time, the 

members of the Selangor Bar had faced many challenges and issues involving the 

changes that the Courts in Selangor had undergone. I would like to express my heartfelt 

appreciation to the Selangor Bar Committee for their support in trying to resolve those 

matters that keep arising.  

 

The Committee members with their busy schedules and with the Courts having the 

attitude of not allowing adjournments, still went on to sacrifice their time and conducted 

events required by their respective sub-committees. 

 

Secretariat, Finance & Library  
 

The Secretariat itself over the years have improved, having N.K. Thinnagaran as the 

Executive Secretary leading our staff of five, all of whom have been working at the 

Secretariat for more than 3 years. Over the past 3 years since I took over as Chairman and 

with the help of the Honorary Secretary Sumathi Murugiah, we have managed to compile 

standard operating procedures (SOPs) for all functions and events that are conducted 

annually. The total income of the Selangor Bar for the year 2010 has increased to 

RM709,950.00. We are pleased to inform that with the cost-cutting measures 

implemented by the Secretariat, we have managed to have a surplus of RM77,804.00 for 

the year 2010. We further confirm that the total accumulated fixed deposits for the 

Selangor Bar Committee as of 31
st
 December 2010 is RM760,157.00.  The Secretariat 

continued to purchase more books for the library, apart from providing MLJ, CLJ, AMR, 

Industrial Law Reports and the All England Law Reports, together with online services 

for CLJ.  

 

Civil & Commercial Law Practice  
 

Last year, we decided to create a separate Civil & Commercial Law sub-committee, apart 

from the Court Liaison Committee to resolve and address the issues faced by lawyers in 

Civil Courts in Selangor, which never ceases. This task was given to A. Vishnu Kumar 

together with his sub-committee to resolve. I am proud to say that this sub-committee 

with their Chairperson have been working very hard in addressing the problems faced by 
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lawyers by dealing with the relevant judiciary officers promptly trying to resolve those 

issues.  

 

Apart from resolving problems with the various courts, this sub-committee successfully 

held a mediation workshop between the Selangor Bar Committee and the Selangor 

Judiciary where trained mediators from the Bar Council Mediation Committee were 

invited to give a preview in how the mediation is conducted.  

 

The Civil Law sub-committee also gave a detailed working paper on 13.8.2010 to the 

Chief Justice on how best these problems in Civil Courts can be resolved.  

 

This sub-committee also went on to deal with the problems faced by lawyers in the Shah 

Alam High Court Bankruptcy Division, specifically in matters relating to filing 

documents when the system is offline and Show Cause notices being issued, causing 

unnecessary inconvenience to the members of the Bar.  

 

More and more problems keep cropping up when dealing with the Shah Alam Civil High 

Courts. Even as I prepare this report, a current problem that our members are facing is at 

the filing counters at the new Shah Alam Court building, where only 3 counters are open 

and the staff manning these counters are rude and too slow.  We are taking immediate 

action to meet the Pengarah of the Shah Alam Courts to resolve this.  

 

Conveyancing Practice and SREC Sub-Committee 
 

The Conveyancing Practice and SREC Sub-Committee this year engaged the respective 

stakeholders in discussions to solve long-standing problems faced by Selangor 

conveyancing lawyers. On 25.11.2010, the sub-committee met collectively with the 

Pengarah Tanah & Galian & the Royal Malaysian Police to seek solutions to the high 

incidences of fraud cases involving land in Selangor. The main solution for this was the 

implementation of thumbprint requirement involving the Land Offices in Selangor.  

 

There was also a visit to the Petaling District Land Office, again to resolve the very high 

incidences of fraud involving this particular Land Office, where the implementation of 

strict security measures were agreed upon to circumvent this, including thumbprint 

requirements and the 1-month validity only for official land searches.  

 

Likewise, the meeting with the Wilayah Persekutuan Land Office also discussed pro-

active steps to  improve the Land Office’s administration, including the registration of 

transfers, and incentives and fines to facilitate payment and early collection of documents 

– in the hope of cutting down on processing time for land transactions.  
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Criminal Law & Human Rights 
 

The Criminal Law & Human Rights Sub-Committee is chaired by Suraj Singh. Several 

courtesy calls were held with the OCPDs of Gombak, Petaling Jaya and Shah Alam, as 

well as the Departmental Heads and Officers of those respective Districts. These dealt 

with the complaints by lawyers of Investigating Officers not cooperating with the police, 

and problems involving the Immigration Department in criminal cases. Each OCPD was 

open and gave their assurance of assistance and willingness to hear complaints and 

suggestions from the Selangor Bar.  

 

There were two meetings with the Prosecution Division of the Attorney-General’s 

Chambers at Shah Alam which was chaired by the Selangor Head of Prosecution, to look 

into problems faced by lawyers and to achieve consistency in the approaches of DPPs in 

issues such as bail, and in considering representations made by lawyers.   

 

Perhaps the most anticipated meeting was the one held on 14
th

 January, 2011, to discuss 

the amendments to the Criminal Procedure Code, particularly in regard to plea-

bargaining. Attended by YA Tan Sri Dato’ Zulkefli Bin Ahmad Makinudin, Federal 

Court Judge, the Selangor Chief of Police, and an almost full attendance by the Selangor 

DPPs and lower court Judges and Magistrates from Selangor and the Head of Prosecution 

from the Attorney-General Chambers as well as our criminal law practitioners from 

Selangor. The meeting was a frank discussion of what can be expected later this year 

once the amendments take effect.  

 

Continuing Legal Education & Young Lawyers Sub-Committee 
 

The Continuing Legal Education & Young Lawyers Sub-Committee, has done admirably 

well last year, managing to hold 15 different talks at the Selangor Bar Committee 

auditorium. This sub-committee is ably helmed by Teoh Ai Chin, Christina, who over the 

past 2 years has proven herself to be both dedicated to her job and also passionate about 

her ideals of ensuring that there are opportunities for the members of our Bar (in 

particular the younger members) to pursue knowledge in matters such as probate, 

conveyancing, bankruptcy, criminal law, as well as advocacy and drafting by very 

distinguished members of the Malaysian Bar.  

 

In the process of this, this sub-committee has raised a total sum of RM15,000.00, despite 

these seminars being charged a nominal sum per head to attend. This money will be used 

to upgrade the library at the Selangor Bar Secretariat.  

 

A job well done to the Continuing Legal Education & Young Lawyers Sub-Committee.  

 

Chambering Pupils Affairs Sub-Committee 
 

This sub-committee was entrusted with providing additional training for chambering 

pupils (aside from what they receive in their respective law firms), and providing 
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assistance for them to in getting their papers in order before being called to the Bar. Last 

year saw a total of 111 pupils being called to the Bar in the state of Selangor. 

 

I am grateful to the Chairwoman, Tejindarpal Kaur, and to the members of this sub-

committee who play an important rule in the development of these soon-to-be lawyers at 

such a crucial stage of their careers.  

 

Selangor Legal Aid Centre Sub-Committee  
 

This sub-committee this year focused more on legal awareness for the public, having 

meet-the-public sessions at Kalumpang, SMK Jugra, St. Anne’s Church in Klang, and in 

Kota Kemuning. The LAC also provided legal aid duty for chambering pupils under the 

Legal Aid programme, as well as legal representation for individuals who meet the means 

test set.   

 

The chairperson and her sub-committee played a vital role in managing to attract more 

volunteer lawyers to join the centre and provide their services.  

 

Publication Sub-Committee 
 

For the first time, the Publication sub-committee was entrusted to be chaired by the 

Selangor Bar Representative to the Bar Council, Kanarasan Ghandinese. The annual Ad 

Rem magazine for 2010 was circulated towards the end of the year 2010 as, it had been 

decided that only one issue would be printed annually. Together with the editor, Biliwi 

Singh and Kanarasan Ghandinesen, we had the pleasure of interviewing Datuk Seri 

Gopal Sri Ram which took us almost 5 hours over 2 sessions. The Ad Rem magazine also 

featured various legal articles from the members of the Selangor Bar.  

 

With the increase in printing costs and postage charges, we have filed a motion during the 

upcoming AGM, seeking the mandate of the members of the Selangor Bar to allow the 

next issue of Ad Rem to be circulated in CD format and to be posted on the Selangor Bar 

website.  

 

Once again, I would like to thank the editor, Mr. Biliwi Singh, for his unwavering 

contribution for all these years and maintaining a high standard in the publication of the 

Ad Rem.  

 

Sports Sub-Committee  
 

The Sports sub-committee chaired by Logen, had a busy year. Various activities were 

organized during the year 2010. The first event organized by the Sports sub-committee 

was a football tournament known as the ‘Selangor Bar Cup 2010’ in June. The 

tournament this year was inspired by the World Cup, comprising 5 ‘international’ teams: 

England, Brazil, Argentina, Spain and Ivory Coast. The members of the teams comprised 

members of the Selangor Bar, Shah Alam Court staff and the Attorney-General’s 

Chambers. The Sports sub-committee also organized a netball competition at the same 
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time and place whilst the ‘World Cup’ tournament was ongoing. Three teams from the 

Selangor Bar, the Kuala Lumpur Bar and the Shah Alam Court staff took part.  

 

The Selangor Bar was also represented in the Selangor Hockey League last year. This 

team participated in games within the Selangor league, and were trained by ex-national 

coach Mr. Paramalingam. The Sports sub-committee also managed to secure sponsorship 

for 2 sets of jerseys worth RM2,060.00, and a set of goalkeeper hockey protective gear 

worth RM6,000.00.  

 

We also participated in the 10
th

 annual Selangor – Kuala Lumpur Games, with football, 

hockey, basketball, volleyball and golf being the games played. I am pleased that 

Selangor has again won the Lall Singh Muker Cup in 2010. The Selangor Bar will also be 

participating in the tri-partite games between the Negeri Sembilan, Selangor and the 

Malacca Bar Committees, to be held between 20
th

 – 21
st
 January 2011.  

 

I would encourage more members of the Selangor Bar to come forward and participate in 

the upcoming games for the year 2011.  

 

Syariah & Bahasa Malaysia Sub-Committee 
 

This Committee for the year 2010 conducted four seminars involving syariah law jointly 

with the Continuing Legal Education sub-committee, namely the Divorce by SMS and 

Women’s Rights, Syariah Wills, ‘Nikah Syndiket dan Kahwin Lari Menurut Perspektif 

Syarak dan Undang-undang Pentadbiran Agama Islam di Negeri-negeri Malaysia’ and 

Islamic Wills: Amanah Raya Practice and Perspective’.   

 

The sub-committee also had several discussion with the Selangor state government and 

NGOs, ie Persatuan Peguam Syariah Malaysia, Sisters in Islam and Jabatan Kehakiman 

Syariah Selangor (Jakess) concerning Syariah law matters.  

 

Social, Welfare, Publicity & Information Technology 
 

This sub-committee was involved in the organising of various social events for the 

Selangor Bar.  The ‘Malam Suai Mesra’ was held in June 2010 at the Tropicana Golf & 

Country Club, and themed World Cup Fever 2010. Many good performances entertained 

the crowd, comprising High Court and Sessions Court Judges, Magistrates in Selangor as 

well as lawyers from the Selangor Bar. The ‘Malam Suai Mesra’ has traditionally been 

the ice-breaker between members of the Judiciary and our Selangor Bar to mingle, and it 

was a success this year with even more participation from the Judiciary.  

 

The Selangor Bar Annual Dinner and Dance was again held at the Concorde Hotel in 

Shah Alam. Themed ‘License to Chill’, it was well-attended by members of the Judiciary 

and our own Bar, with a salsa performance and a show by the Instant Café Theatre.  

 

Not forgetting our dearly departed members of the Selangor Bar, a fund-raiser was also 

launched for Murukan s/o Munusamy, Devano Bin Hasbi and Sivabalan Kanagasuriar.  
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Selangor Bar Representative’s Report  
 

Our Representative to the Selangor Bar, Kanarasan Ghandinesen this past year found 

himself involved in many discussions, as the Bar Council became involved with a 

number of issues. One of them was the proposal by Bank Negara to revamp Third Party 

Insurance, wherein the Bar’s stand was that the scheme was deemed to only benefit the 

insurance companies, to the detriment of the man on the street.  

 

The Bar Council also had various discussions with the Chief Justice and members of the 

Judiciary on various complaints that had come up, not least the issue of the fact that 

Judges seemed to be compelled to finish cases more based on the KPI rather than justice. 

In a dialogue with the Bar and members of the Kuala Lumpur and Selangor Bench, the 

Chief Justice instructed the Judiciary not to be guided by the KPI alone in carrying out 

their duties.  

 

For some time, the Bar Council has advocated the setting up of a National Legal Aid 

foundation to protect the rights of those who cannot afford legal representation or advice. 

The Government has finally agreed and set up the ‘Yayasan Bantuan Guaman 

Kebangsaan’ to aid all Malaysians arrested in criminal proceedings, provided the means 

test is passed.  

 

Kanarasan Ghandinese not only assisted Selangor Bar in chairing the Publication sub-

committee but also at national level was appointed as chairperson of the Law Care 

Committee and Deputy Chairperson of the Law Reform & Special Areas Committee.    

 

Court Liaison Sub-Committee 
 

Last year, the Court Liaison sub-committee chaired by Ashok Vijay worked hand-in-hand 

with the Civil and Criminal Law sub-committtees in various meetings with the judiciary 

and legal officers as mentioned earlier. The Court Liaison sub-committee has also been 

entrusted in conducting reference proceedings for our dearly departed members of the 

Selangor Bar in early February 2011.  

 

Other Acitivites 
 

This past year, I had also the privilege of chairing the Criminal Law Committee of the 

Bar Council. This Committee had its hands full in meeting with the Judiciary and the 

police to discuss matters that affect criminal practice, and also in discussing the 

amendments to the Criminal Procedure Code, which will come into effect soon.  

 

Last year, there were a total of 3 tripartite meetings in December 2010 between the 

Attorney-General’s Chambers, the Royal Malaysian Police and the Bar Council. As 

Chairman of the Criminal Law Committee, I was entrusted to head the Bar Council team.  
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On 28
th

 December, through these tripartite meetings, the newly-appointed Inspector-

General of Police (IGP) and his senior police officers invited the Bar Council members 

and the members of the Criminal Law Committee to attend a dinner. The IGP during the 

said dinner assured a better working relationship with the Bar, and to comply with 

Section 28A of the Criminal Procedure Code, would provide rooms for lawyers to meet 

their clients at all police stations in the country.  

 

On 6.12.2010, I attended a meeting on behalf of the Bar Council with YA Tan Sri Dato’ 

Zulkefli Bin Ahmad Makinudin, the Managing Judge of the Criminal Courts on the new 

Criminal Case Tracking System at Shah Alam and Kuala Lumpur Courts, where I 

strongly voiced out that the system should not only be based upon Courts’ diaries when 

fixing cases for trials, but also on the lawyers’ diaries and their available dates. 

 

On 11
th

 and 12
th

 December last year, I also represented the Bar Council together with 

Dato’ N. Sivananthan at a Round Table Discussion on Expeditious Trials which was 

chaired by the Attorney-General himself together with the heads of department of the 

Attorney-General’s Chambers. During these two days, the AGC came up with draft 

guidelines on the upcoming amendments to the Criminal Procedure Code, on pre-trial 

conferences, case management and plea-bargaining.  

 

Acknowledgement 
 

I must say that we have a very capable committee at the Selangor Bar, and despite the 

increase of pace in practice for all of us as a whole, each member of the Committee and 

sub-committees have set aside time for the betterment of the Selangor Bar. To each one, 

my heartfelt thanks for the hours of work, meetings and sacrifice.  

 

To others who are not yet involved in the Selangor Bar Committee, please let me extend 

an invitation to you to serve in it in some capacity or another. I hope more and more 

members of Selangor Bar will continue to come forward and participate in the various 

sub-committees and Legal Aid. 

 

As the Chairman, on behalf of Selangor Bar Committee please accept our sincere 

apologies for any shortcomings this past year. However, do continue to support us, 

engage us and show us what more can be done to improve our Selangor Bar. I wish each 

one of you a good year ahead and successful practice in 2011.  

 

Report submitted by : 

 

 

Rajpal Singh  

Chairman,  

Selangor Bar Committee 


