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When I was elected to the Selangor Bar Committee and thereafter appointed as the 

Chairman for the Civil & Commercial Law Sub-Committee of Selangor Bar, my 

immediate task was to address the problems and issues faced by lawyers in the Civil 

Courts in Selangor.  

 

I immediately called upon my Sub-Committee Members to proceed with a fact finding 

exercise and gather evidence and grievances from lawyers for the above matter. They did 

a good job.    

 

Armed with this information, I presented it to the Selangor Bar Committee.   With the 

Committee’s approval and endorsement, all the problems and issues faced by Selangor 

lawyers in the Civil Courts were addressed and presented at the appropriate levels and 

forums.  

 

I have also taken the liberty with the endorsement of the Committee to immediately 

attend to lawyer’s problems whenever they arose. If any Selangor lawyer had a problem 

with the Civil courts, they will immediately call or email me. I have addressed the 

problems within 24 hours to 48 hours by speaking to the relevant Judicial Officer to 

resolve the impasse.  

 

Further I took the liberty to go for “rounds” in the Civil Courts & Registry to observe and 

gather information and evidence so that whenever Selangor Bar had a meeting with the 

Judiciary, these issues were highlighted as I had observed it first hand.  

 

With all the information, a meeting with the Chief Justice was held on 13.8.2010 

addressing the various issues on Civil matters. Amongst others, was our request for more 
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High Court Judges for Subordinate Court Appeals, Interlocutory matters and for Trial.  

We also requested for more Registrars and court staff at all levels. The aim was:- 

   

a. more judges meant, the files would be distributed and lawyers may feel 

that the judges have actually heard their cases;  

b. more judicial officers meant there would be more persons to attend to the 

lawyers needs. There will be more Registrars for Case Management and 

thereby saving lawyer’s precious time and at the same time there would be 

other Registrars to deal with the lawyer’s day-to-day matters for example 

with regards to draft Orders etc.  This also included Registrars for the 

Bankruptcy Division.  

c. more court staff meant lawyers would not have to wait long before a 

particular staff attended to them.   This also included court staff for the 

Bankruptcy Division;  

d. we also requested for another Sessions Court Judge in Klang to deal with 

accident matters.  This is to facilitate the lawyers to deal with accident 

matters effectively and efficiently.  

 

A Meeting with the Subordinate Court Judges & Magistrates of Selangor was held on 

20.8.2010 to deal with civil matters.   Prior to 20.8.2010, information was obtained from 

lawyers and Town Representatives to determine issues faced by lawyers in the 

Subordinate Courts in Selangor.  The lawyer’s issues were highlighted & addressed at the 

said meeting.    

 

Further a Mediation Workshop was held on 13.8.2010 between the Selangor Bar and the 

Selangor Judiciary.  As the word “Mediation” is quite prevalent in Courts these days, 

Selangor Bar took the bold step in conducting a Mediation Workshop.  There was a good 

turnout from the Selangor Judiciary.   It highlighted how mediation is actually conducted 

with actual role plays involving everyday facts which are litigated in Courts. Certified 

mediators took part in the role play.  Trained mediators briefed the judicial officers every 

step involved in the mediation process.  It was a successful workshop.    

 

Even though we raised issues with the Judiciary, our work does not stop here.  It is a on-

going process for example resolving issues with the Shah Alam High Court (Bankruptcy 

Division) where lawyers faced unnecessary difficulty with the Court staff & Registrars on 

matters relating to bankruptcy.  

 

Other problems which arose were:-  

 

1. Filing Issues – problems arose when lawyers were prevented from filing their 

Court document’s when the system went offline in Shah Alam Courts. We 

immediately took steps to resolve this issue with the Shah Alam Courts. It has 

now been resolved on 2.11.2010 that when the system goes offline, the Court will 

accept the documents and manual receipts will be issued.  
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2.  Show Cause Issue - Shah Alam High Court has been issuing Show Cause Notices 

at the 11
th

 hour and directing lawyers to attend Court the next day. This caused 

inconvenience to lawyers. Again we spoke to the relevant officers in the Shah 

Alam Courts and it was resolved on 3.11.2010 that all Show Cause Notices will 

be issued at least 1 week before the Show Cause Date. This was adhered to by the 

Courts. However recently, it has come to our attention, the Shah Alam Court has 

reverted to their old habits. We have taken the task to compile evidences from 

lawyers to enable Selangor Bar to write directly to the Chief Justice on this issue 

and resolve it for the benefit of our lawyers.  

 

It can seen from the above that when one issue is resolved, another problem will crop up - 

or - at times the same problem will rear its head. Nevertheless we will continue to work 

for our lawyers to protect their rights and safeguard their interest. With that I thank the 

Chairman, Rajpal Singh, the Selangor Bar Committee Members, my Sub-Committee 

Members and the Selangor Bar members for their support and encouragement.  I am 

indeed indebted to all of them.  

 

Report submitted by :  

 

 

A. Vishnu Kumar  

Chairperson, 

Civil / Commercial Law Practice Sub - Committee 

 

  


