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SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

CRIMINAL LAW COURT LIAISON & HUMAN RIGHTS  
 

 

Chairperson  :      Dato’ Suraj Singh  

 Members  :      M K Thas 

         Salim Bashir 

         Gerard Lazarus 

         Vijayan 

         Ariff Azami Bin Hussein 

         K. Ramu 

         Jayamurugan 

            Halim Ashgar Bin Hilmi 

    Teoh Lib Peng 

   Muhammad Rafique Bin Rashid Ali 

   Imran Hadzalie Bin Abdul Hamid 

    Varghese Onny 

    Afifuddin Bin Hafifi 

         Rajpal Singh 

         Jaspal Singh 

         Muhammad Hidhir Mustapa 

  

                 Ex-Officio   :      Kanarasan Ghandinesen 

                                                                            Sumathi Murugiah 

 

The Selangor Bar Criminal Law Court Liaison & Human Rights Sub-Committee members 

this term were selected from lawyers who were very active and experienced in the field of 

criminal law and Human Rights. The selection process was also based on the locality of 

members in each district of Selangor. Most members were involved in the previous Sub-

Committee and had actively participated in most of the committee activities. Their views, 

ideas and deliberations were very constructive and contributed immensely during discussions 

with the relevant parties.  

 

This Sub-Committee had a number of meetings with Police, AG Chambers and the Judiciary 

to deliberate and discuss complaints received by lawyers and the public. We created an 

effective working relationship and networking with these agencies to discuss complaints and 

current issues. 

 

One of the issues discussed was in relation to plea bargaining, where discussions in chambers 

on sentencing were not recorded in the notes of proceedings. This led to appeals by the 

prosecution despite earlier agreeing to the sentence to be metted out. Further, there were 

many DPPs who refused to plea bargain. Another issue raised relate to delayed or non-reply 

by DPPs to requests for representations. Other issues raised include problems faced by 

remand prisoners, issue of judges trying to proceed with hearings without lawyers being 

present, investigation papers not brought to court by Investigating Officers. We also 

addressed complaints by the public that ‘Bogus lawyers/ Touts’ are cheating public in court 

premises.  

 

Dato’ Suraj Singh 
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To address these issues and complaints, this Sub-Committee together with the Committee 

arranged to meet the relevant parties.  

 

Meetings Held 

 

A.  Meeting on 11.5.2011 with the Deputy Chief Police Officer, Selangor Dato’ A 

Thaivegan and the respective Heads of Narcotics, Criminal Investigation, 

Commercial Crime And Special Branch. 
 

Some of the issues raised at the meeting:- 

 

Investigating Officers (IOs) not being cooperative in providing information on the remand 

date to family and lawyers. S28A CPC not complied in certain police stations. The police had 

assured us if there are problems in this matter, kindly proceed to contact the respective Ketua 

Bahagian Siasatan Jenayah Daerah( KBSJD) for further inquires. 

 

Foreigners being detained longer for their visas to be verified by the police.  This delay is due 

to the Immigration department being ‘offline’.  

  

Issues on  stolen vehicles which  are in the custody  of the police but not being properly kept  

resulting  in  items placed  in the vehicles to be found missing. 

 

Issues of IOs forcing accused persons to plead guilty even though they are represented by 

counsel and issues where Chemist Reports are ready for collection but the IOs do not collect 

them, which causes  delay in drug cases. 

 

Issues with regard to S51A Criminal Procedure Code 

  

Complaints by members of the public of ‘bogus’ lawyers at the court premises that are 

impersonating lawyers and cheating the public. The police are currently looking into this 

matter. These ‘bogus lawyers’ also act like touts to secure cases at the police station and court 

premises.  

 

B.  Meeting on 10.6.2011 with with the High Court judges and officers of Shah Alam 

Subordinate Courts. 
 

Some of the issues raised at the meeting:- 

 

Problems faced by lawyers during a criminal trial such as  judges intervening when lawyers 

are cross examining the witness in court. 

 

We requested Cause List for criminal cases to be posted at the respective notice Board during 

1
st
 week. 

 

‘Barang Kes’ and exhibits are not being kept properly and currently the method used to 

dispose them (especially drugs and pirated DVD) are not being done properly. 

 

Foreigners not being deported to the Detention Camp after their cases were over upon paying 

their fine, but actually released from the court lock-up as there are currently no transport for 

deportation from the courts to the detention camps in Semenyih. 
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Bogus lawyers and touting in Klang, Petaling Jaya, Ampang and Selayang Courts. 

 

Magistrates and Judges meeting DPPs to discuss cases without presence of their lawyers.  

 

C.  Meeting on 13.5.2011 with the Head of Prosecution, Negeri Selangor and his deputy 

public prosecutors  
 

Some of the issues raised at the meeting :- 

 

The problems faced by lawyers with regard to Plea Bargaining.  

 

The head of prosecution had requested parties to actually write in for representation if their 

clients decide to Plead Guilty, but on record he is unable to agree to Plea Bargain as it is still 

not law yet. 

 

We also requested the AG Chambers to consider to forward alternative charges in cases i.e. 

of section 5 Akta Penapisan Filem to S292 of the CPC, section 4B(A) Common Gaming 

House to section 6, Section 379A to section 411.This is to enable all parties to clear and 

expedite the back log of cases in court. 

 

 

We also raised issues of DPPs seeing magistrates to discuss cases without presence of 

counsel and this should be stopped and not encouraged as it would create biasness. 

 

D.  Meeting on 18.11.2011 with  Yang Arif Datuk Siti Mariah and all  the High Court 

Judges (Criminal Division)  
 

Some of the issues raised at the meeting;- 

 

Lack of Chinese interpreters in courts causing lawyers to wait very long hours for Chinese 

interpreters during court proceedings. YA Datuk Siti Mariah responded that at the moment 

the courts were having problem recruiting Chinese interpreters. 

 

With  regard to Court Assigned lawyers, there seem to be no proper rotation for the court 

assigned lawyers. YA than pointed out that they are giving all court assigned lawyers equal 

chances. 

 

In criminal cases, where defence is called at the end of the prosecution, lawyers are facing 

problems because after defence is called, judges want to proceed immediately, there is no 

time for lawyers to prepare the defence. Lawyers need more time to prepare their cases if  

defence is called. YA stated it is only on case to case basis. The discussion was held at length 

and some judges agreed that a reasonable time should be given if it is requested by lawyers. 

 

Judges assisting DPPs to question the witnesses during trials . We also requested that judges 

should not meet DPPs to discuss cases in chambers before trials, without the presence of the 

defence lawyer. Yang Arif pointed out that sometimes the DPPs are junior and have not 

asked the relevant questions, therefore under the Criminal Procedure Code judges have the 

right to inquire and clarify issues during trials. Judges also stated that they do not meet 

Prosecutor in their chambers to discuss the cases. 
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E.  Meeting on 9.12.2011 with the Selangor Sessions Court Judges,   

Magistrates(Criminal Division), Police & Prisons Department At The Shah Alam 

Court Complex. 
 

Some of the matters discussed at the meeting:- 
 

ACP Rusidi (Deputy OCCI)  suggested that remand proceeding should be centralised in one 

place like Bukit Jalil. The central lock-up for Selangor is to be based in Shah Alam. He stated 

that the police are suggesting that all remand cases to be based in Shah Alam, IPK. 

 

The Sesyen Judge stated that the transportation & escort for OKTs are mostly late for court 

cases. The Police are taking steps to improve it, we have set the agreed schedule with the 

prison department. 

 

The Bar stated that for 39B cases, the chemist report should be received between 2 months 

from the date it was submitted to the chemist Department, and the delay is because 

sometimes, the I.Os are not collecting them when it is ready. 

 

The Bar then suggested that, DPPs are requested not to meet with the magistrates/judges in 

chambers without the presence of the defence lawyers and vice versa. Also if a lawyer is 

requesting for stand down, courts should allow the request. 

 

We are also currently attending the monthly meeting with the Judiciary, AGs Chambers and 

the Police in regards to the “penangguhan sifar” project launched by the Chief Registrar to 

monitor adjournments given by the court. 

 

I am pleased to mention that a full report of all the meetings held between us and the various 

bodies can be accessed at the Selangor Bar website. 

 

It was a memorable year for me. I wish to thank Mr Kanarasan and Mr Rajpal Singh, the 

Selangor Bar Committee and members of the Selangor Bar for their confidence and support 

bestowed upon me to chair the Criminal Law Court Liaison and Human Rights Sub-

Committee for 2011/2012. It was due to their support that made us achieve our goals during a 

short period of time. 
 

I would further like to thank my Deputy Chairperson, M.K Thas, as well as Salim Bashir for 

their support and assistance throughout this year which made it possible for us to participate 

actively in various meetings and discussions held with the Police, AG Chambers and the 

Judiciary for the Year 2011/2012. I must also thank all my sub-committee members and the 

members of Selangor Bar who had been very supportive and have given me the 

encouragement to proceed further. 
 

We hope that this Sub-Committee had contributed effectively on the relevant and current 

issues pertaining to the development of Criminal Law and Human Rights. 

We look forward to better our efforts for the years ahead. 

 

Report submitted by : 

 

Dato’ Suraj Singh, DIMP, PKC 

Chairperson,  

Criminal Law Court Liaison & Human Rights Sub-Committee 


