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We achieved great heights for the Civil Law Sub-Committee for the previous year of 2010-2011.  

However to maintain it for the current Year 2011 – 2012 is another matter altogether. Past 

accolades counts for nothing if the current issues are not addressed. Work has to go on. Current 

issues have to be addressed and resolved.  

 

With that in mind, I gathered my Sub-Committee Members comprising largely of the same 

successful team of the previous year, to identify and to assist Selangor lawyers for matters 

involving Civil Courts. Our Agenda was again a fact finding exercise and to gather evidence of 

lawyers’ grievances so that it can be brought to the relevant authorities for purposes of resolving 

matters for the benefit of Selangor lawyers. Needless to say my Sub-Committee Members did a 

good job.    

 

Each time an issue arose, it is promptly brought to the attention of the Selangor Bar Committee. 

Without any hesitation, the Committee endorsed, approved and fully supported my actions to 

resolve the problems and issues faced by Selangor lawyers at the Civil Courts.  

 

For starters, we tackled the perennial problem regarding extraction of Court Orders at the Shah 

Alam Courts. We immediately liaised with the Shah Alam Courts and suggested to them how to 

resolve this issue in an effective manner. We suggested that lawyers can bring their draft Orders 

or the approved Draft Orders to Court along with their thumb-drive and pass it over to the special 

counter where the Registrar would sit nearby for immediate or prompt approval. Upon approval, 

lawyers can then amend the Court Order in Court using the Court’s computer and printer.  Upon 

printing, the Registrar will immediately endorse the Court Order. The Shah Alam Courts agreed 

with our suggestion. This proposal however could not be put into practice due to lack of 

manpower in the Shah Alam Courts. To overcome it, we then suggested to the Shah Alam Courts 

that if at any time there is a problem with the Court Orders, lawyers can see the Registrars 

directly and get it approved. They agreed.  
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We then issued a circular to members to that effect, namely, if any lawyer has any problem at the 

Selangor Civil Courts, they can give us a call or email us.  I assured that their matter will be 

taken up promptly, to the extent that I personally went to see the respective Court Official 

concerned or their superiors and informed them of the problems and resolved it. One such 

example was where a lawyer was writing to Court for many occasions requesting for a decision 

date for a Case which is long pending. Another incident is where the lawyer has been writing to 

Court on the status of a Court Order which has yet to be extracted for many years. I took it upon 

myself with the endorsement of the Selangor Bar Chairman and met with the relevant Court 

Officials. The Court concerned responded immediately.  For the incident involving the Court 

Order, the Court Order was issued and extracted within 10 minutes after I met them. For the 

incident on the request for a decision date which has been long pending, the Court called up both 

lawyers and delivered the decision within 1 week after I met with the Court Officials.  Whether 

or not this is an isolated event, our Selangor lawyers should not be put into such a situation. That 

is why I personally went and saw the Court Officials to resolve these issues for the benefit of the 

Selangor lawyers.  

 

The other area which needs mentioning is e-filing. When e-filing came to the Shah Alam Courts 

sometime in the middle of 2011, it had teething problems for the first two weeks.  Thereafter it 

was operating smoothly. We had a good working relationship with the then Senior Registrar of 

the Sessions Court Pn. Noorhayati on the e-filing.  Documents filed, will be scanned and 

payment made within a short period of time. The maximum waiting time was 30 minutes and 

that too, the Court Staff would inform the lawyer or ‘despatch’ concerned to have coffee at the 

canteen and return 30 minutes later to collect their documents.  It worked successfully.   

However the said Senior Registrar was transferred in late 2011 and we understand problems 

thereafter arose on e-filing. One such situation is where sometime in November 2011, lawyers 

were queuing for about 1 to 2 hours before any e-filing could be done.  When this issue was 

brought to my attention, we immediately activated our counter measures to resolve this issue to 

the extent a draft letter to the Chief Justice was prepared in the event the Shah Alam Courts did 

not respond effectively. However the Shah Alam Courts did react and resolved the above issue. 

Needless to say, we are still monitoring this situation to ensure it does not occur again. A glitch 

in the system is no excuse.  We informed the Shah Alam Courts that if there is a problem with 

the system, there must be back-up plan in place.   

 

Elsewhere, there has been improvement at the Shah Alam Bankruptcy Courts. For a long time, 

the Shah Alam Bankruptcy Division has been languishing. They did not even have a Managing 

Judge. It took the Selangor Bar to highlight this issue with the then Chief Justice. They realized 

there is a lacuna and have now placed a Managing Judge for the entire Selangor Courts including 

the bankruptcy division.  Whilst such appointment was being contemplated, we of course did not 

sit on our laurels. We engaged directly with the Registrars of the Shah Alam Bankruptcy 

Division.  Such was the success of our meeting and implementation of our suggestions that 

Circulars which were issued by the Courts, the good ones at least, were actually prepared by 

Selangor Bar, which the Shah Alam Bankruptcy Division gratefully adopted.  

 

Apart from the above, information obtained from town representatives was crucial in the success 

of this Civil Law Sub Committee.  Calls would be made to enquire on the issues faced by 

lawyers in the Subordinate Courts in Selangor.  At times, visits will be made by me or my team 
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at the Subordinate Courts in Selangor to personally observe and to talk to lawyers who have any 

issues with the Subordinate Courts in Selangor.    

 

As for the High Courts, the number of civil cases filed in the Shah Alam High Courts is 

tremendous.  However the manpower from the Registrars level to the High Court Judges remains 

inadequate.  We have consistently requested for more Civil High Court Judges and Registrars. 

Our rationale is simple, more judges mean, the files will be distributed and the lawyers may feel 

that the judges will have more time to actually hear the case rather than rushing through the case.  

We raised this issue with the then Chief Justice on 23.8.2011, who assured us that he will 

forward this issue to his successor.  However till today, the number of Civil High Court Judges at 

Shah Alam remains the same.  We will continue to knock on the doors of the Palace Of Justice to 

advocate and to ensure a resolution on this issue.  

 

As it can be seen above wherever one issue is resolved, another arises. Nevertheless we will 

continue to work for our lawyers to protect their rights and safeguard their interest.  

 

With that I thank the Chairman Mr. Kanarasan, the Selangor Bar Committee Members, my Sub-

Committee Members and all of the Selangor Bar members for their support and encouragement. 

I am indeed indebted to all of them.  
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