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MINUTES OF THE 48TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE SELANGOR 

BAR HELD ON THURSDAY, 21
ST

 FEBRUARY 2013 AT KELAB SHAH ALAM, 

SELANGOR DARUL EHSAN. 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 3.45 p.m. by the Chairman of the Selangor Bar 

Committee. The Chairman informed the house that the quorum required for the meeting is 

232 and at present 316 members were in attendance. The Chairman thanked all present for 

their attendance. 

 

The Chairman directed non Selangor Bar members to leave the meeting hall. He then 

requested members to either switch off their mobile phones or to set them on silent mode. 

The Chairman also requested pupils to be seated at their designated area and reminded them 

that they are not allowed to vote. The Chairman informed members to wear their tags 

throughout the meeting, as those without tags will be asked to leave the hall. He also 

requested the secretariat staff and Legal Aid staff to be seated at the staff table.   

  

The Chairman then requested members who wished to speak from the floor to keep their 

questions and comments within a 3 minute time frame; to ensure others get an opportunity to 

speak as well. The Chairman also reminded those who wished to speak to do so into the 

microphones provided and to begin by stating their full name; to ensure that an accurate 

recording of the proceedings can be obtained.   

 

Before proceeding with the agenda, the Chairman requested all present to rise and observe a 

minute’s silence as a mark of respect for all members who passed away since the date of the 

last Annual General Meeting, namely Vasuvi Paramanathan, Chong Weng Kong, Raja 

Singam Velu and Shaharudin Bin Abd Manaf.  

 

The Chairman referred to several printing errors in the Annual Report whereby two words 

were joined as one and apologised for the same. He informed that the draft Report did not 

contain these errors and that the Committee only noticed them after receiving the printed 

copies of Report, by which time it was too late to make the necessary corrections. The 

Chairman also noted that some members received their respective copies of the Annual 

Report late and informed that this was due to disruption at Pos Malaysia caused by the recent 

run of public holidays.    

 

 

 



 49TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
 

5 

 

 

ITEM 1 OF AGENDA:  

To consider, and if approved, to adopt the minutes of the 47
th

 Annual General Meeting 

held on Wednesday, 22
nd

 February 2012 

 

1.1 Arudkumaran suggested that instead of going through the items in the agenda one by 

one, members should be allowed to instantly raise issues for discussion. Arudkumaran 

said that this would save time.  

 

1.2 He also referred to the issue of high photocopying charges imposed by the Shah Alam 

Court library which he raised at the last AGM and asked if this issue has been 

addressed.   

 

1.3 The Chairman replied that it would be better to go through the agenda according to 

each item so that issues can be discussed systematically and collectively according to 

the respective topic in the items. He further said that members may take the 

opportunity to raise issues as and when it arises in the agenda.  

 

1.4 With regards to the photocopying charges, the Chairman informed that the issue was 

raised with the Pengarah of the Selangor Courts, who informed that photocopying 

charges in all Malaysian Court Libraries are standardised and determined by Bahagian 

Hal Ehwal Undang – Undang. Therefore the Pengarah was not in a position to reduce 

the charges for the Shah Alam Court library. The Pengarah did however forward our 

request to reduce the charges to the relevant department but the request was rejected.  

 

1.5  As there were no amendments to the minutes of the 47
th

 Annual General Meeting, the 

minutes were approved and adopted, proposed by Faris and seconded by 

Arudkumaran. 

 

 

ITEM 2 OF AGENDA:  

To discuss matters arising therefrom. 

 

2.1 As there were no matters arising from the minutes, the Chairman proceeded with the 

next item on the agenda. 
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ITEM 3 OF AGENDA: 

To consider the Reports on the activities of the Selangor Bar for the year 2012/2013 

 

3.1 Civil Law Court Liaison  

 

3.1.1 Arudkumaran said he wanted to raise a few issues and asked if he could raise them all 

in one go. The Chairman replied that he could. 

 

3.1.2 Firstly, Arudkumaran suggested that members should be given a minimum 3 CPD 

points for attending Bar AGMs.  

 

3.1.3 Secondly, Arudkumaran said that the reason for the implementation of the CPD points 

system was because Judges had complained to the Bar Council that the standard of 

lawyers is dropping. He suggested that this complaint is unfair as the standards of 

Judges and Magistrates are also bad and declining. 

 

3.1.4 Thirdly, Arudkumaran expressed his dissatisfaction with the CPD system as members 

are required to attend seminars on areas which are not related to their specific field of 

practice, to ensure they have the required number of points. He said that this was 

unfair.  

 

3.1.5 Fourthly, Arudkumaran suggested that more CPD points should be allocated for 

attending seminars than the current system of one point for every hour of attendance.  

 

3.1.6 Fifthly, Arudkumaran suggested that CPD points be awarded for members who 

participate in sports activities. He said that this would encourage young members to 

get involved in such activities.  

 

3.1.7 Sixthly, Arudkumaran suggested that more should be done by the State Bars and the 

Bar Council to address issues of members lacking ethics in legal practice.   

 

3.1.8 Finally, Arudkumaran suggested that a High Court should be placed in Klang since 

there are plenty of appeals from the Klang Subordinate Courts.    

 

3.1.9 With regards the CPD system, the Chairman replied that the existing system is still on 

trial and is not compulsory. Therefore all suggestions on improving this system can 

still be implemented. The Chairman said that all Arudkumaran’s views and 
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suggestions on the CPD system will be forwarded by the incoming Committee to the 

Bar Council for consideration.  

 

3.1.10 With regards the standard and misconduct of Judges, the Chairman replied that the 

Selangor Bar and Bar Council have always been very concerned with this issue and 

have regularly brought up complaints against Judges to the Chief Justice and Chief 

Judge of Malaya. The Chairman assured members that every complaint brought to the 

attention of the Committee will be raised accordingly. However the lack of particulars 

and feedback from members has made it very difficult for stern action to be taken 

against such Judges. The Chairman continued that the Bar Council is collating 

information on all judges and have re-introduced the Judges Report Card for members 

to revert with comments and complaints on all Judges. However this has not been 

very effective as feedback from members has been minimal.  

 

3.1.11 With regards lawyer’s ethics, the Chairman replied that steps taken by the Committee 

to ensure high standards in the Bar include speaking on the importance of ethics at all 

Introduction Sessions with pupils as well as organising seminars for members where 

senior lawyers are invited to speak on ethics and decorum. The Chairman continued 

that members can always refer unethical lawyers to the Disciplinary Board or raise 

complaints with the Selangor Bar Committee who will assist in forwarding the 

complaints to the relevant authorities.   

 

3.1.12 With regards the High Court in Klang, the Chairman replied that there will probably 

be at least one High Court in Klang once the new court complex is opened.   

 

3.1.13 J.R. Samuel suggested that CPD points for attending AGMs should be increased from 

the current 1 point to 5 points. He also suggested that members who are eligible for 

exemption from the CPD system should include those who have been in practice for 

at least 25 years as opposed to the current threshold of 30 years.  

 

3.1.14 The Chairman said that the incoming Committee will forward these suggestions to 

Bar Council. 

 

3.1.15 Vincent Vijay informed that members are scared to raise issues and problems with the 

Committee as they feared being blacklisted by the Courts. He further informed that 

the Courts appear to be unaware of the impending changes to the Subordinate Court’s 

jurisdiction.  
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3.1.16  The Chairman replied that members have to overcome this fear as without their 

active role in providing feedback, it would be difficult to raise issues with the relevant 

authorities.  

 

3.1.17 With regards the Subordinate Court’s jurisdiction, the Chairman informed that the 

incoming Committee will likely have a meeting with the Courts to address the 

problems arising from the increase in jurisdiction and can highlight this matter then.  

3.1.18 Arudkumaran pointed out that it is up to lawyers whether they want to stand up and 

bring up a point. He continued that his decision was to bring it to the Committee’s 

attention for them to address it with the relevant authorities.   

 

3.2 Continuing Legal Education 

 

3.2.1 Ananthasivam suggested that members should not be forced to attend seminars which 

are not related to their area of practice simply to collect the required 16 CPD points 

within 2 years. He observed that many lawyers attend seminars simply to collect the 

CPD points and do not pay attention to the actual seminar. He noticed some lawyers 

playing with their hand phones or talking amongst themselves during seminars and 

remembered one instance when a seminar was cut short because most of those 

attending wanted to return early.  

 

3.2.2 The Chairman replied that the rationale of the CPD system is to improve members’ 

knowledge by encouraging them to attend talks and seminars. However he added that 

it is impossible to force members to listen during the seminar. But the Chairman said 

that the incoming Committee will inform all moderators at seminars to monitor and 

reprimand members who use hand phones or are talking during the seminar. The 

Chairman added that the length of seminars are determined by the speaker and should 

not be shortened at the wishes of the participants. He said that the incoming 

Committee will ensure that there is no repeat of this incidence.  

 

3.2.3 Arudkumaran suggested the Committee should organise moot courts as a means of 

improving ethics and decorum among members. He added that a senior member or a 

retired judge should preside at these moot courts.  

 

3.2.4 The Chairman said it was a good idea and informed that the incoming Committee will 

consider this suggestion.    
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3.3 Criminal Law Court Liaison  

 

3.3.1 Salim B. Bashir referred to the sub-committee report and suggested that all the issues 

stated in the report should be stated as ‘raised’ and not ‘addressed’ as it is not known 

whether those issues have been addressed or not. He asked further whether any of 

these issues raised had been addressed.  

 

3.3.2 The Chairman replied that all issues stated in the report are issues which were raised 

by the Committee or sub-committee members. He informed that many of these issues 

have in fact been resolved but that some remain as work in progress. He said that the 

Committee has sent out circulars on the issues which have been resolved.   

 

3.4 Information Technology 

 

3.4.1 George Varughese noted the importance of disseminating information to members 

and said that the Committee has done a good job in issuing circulars and revamping 

their website to achieve this. However he said that not every member is receiving the 

circulars and suggested that the Committee look into improving its database of 

member’s emails to ensure that all members receive these circulars.     

 

3.4.2 The Chairman replied that the Committee has taken steps to improve the current 

database wherein the website programmer overhauled the database to ensure that 

system is free of glitches. The Chairman added that the secretariat staff have also 

started calling up every lawyer to get their current/correct email address but this has 

proven to be a very time consuming task. The Chairman also informed that the 

incoming Committee will look into improvising the system.  

 

3.5 Legal Aid Centre Selangor (LACS) Audited Accounts For The Year 2012 

 

3.5.1 Vincent Vijay referred to Page 63 – item EPF and SOCSO and asked why there is a 

big difference in the figures for year 2012 and 2011.  

3.5.2 The Chairman replied that the accountant for the year 2011 had placed the employee’s 

deductions for EPF and SOCSO under the heading of EPF and SOCSO. However the 

accountant for 2012 said that this is not correct as such deductions for EPF and 

SOCSO should be reflected in Income. Therefore these deductions were accordingly 

placed under Income and this is the reason for the difference in the figures over the 

two years. 
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3.6 Welfare, Human rights & Environmental 

 

3.6.1 Noor Hajran referred to the report and said that the Committee should take a more 

pro-active approach and not compromise on environmental issues. She urged the 

Committee to play an important role in environmental issues affecting the state. 

 

3.6.2 The Chairman replied that the Committee started this sub-committee on environment 

because the Committee recognised the importance of protecting the environment. He 

added however this sub-committee is still very new. The Chairman noted Noor 

Hajran’s keen interest and extensive knowledge in this area and suggested that she 

join this sub-committee in the next term to assist in tackling environmental issues.       

 

 

ITEM 4 OF AGENDA: 

To consider, and if approved, to adopt the Audited Accounts of the Selangor Bar for the 

year ending 31
st
 December, 2012 

 

4.1 Vincent Vijay referred to Page 96 – items Salary and Overtime & EPF, and asked 

why there is a big difference between the figures for the years 2012 and 2011. 

 

4.2 The Chairman replied that bonus payments to staff for the year 2011 were paid in 

January 2012. This explained why the sums under this item were much larger in 2012 

compared to 2011.  

 

4.3 Vincent Vijay said that this explanation does not tally with the figures.  

 

4.4 The Chairman insisted that the figures did in fact tally with the explanation. He 

further explained that the figures have been audited by Selangor Bar’s accountants 

and confirmed as being accurate. The Chairman however said that the incoming 

Committee will look into these figures again to verify that they are correct.  

 

4.5 Vincent Vijay referred to Page 96 and asked why there was Subscription in Arrears 

written off. 

 

4.6 The Chairman replied that this item refers to subscriptions initially stated as payable 

by members but subsequently found to be not payable as the members have either 

ceased practice or moved to another State Bar without informing the secretariat. As 

the sums were already stated in the accounts as due, they have to now be written off.   
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4.7 The Audited Accounts were then approved, proposed by George Varughese and 

seconded by Arudkumaran.  

 

 

ITEM 5 OF AGENDA : 

To fix the Annual Subscription for the year 2013. 

 

5.1 The Chairman informed members that the Committee proposes the annual 

subscription for the year 2013 to be retained at RM150.00. 

 

5.2 Arudkumaran suggested to the Chairman to reduce the annual subscription as the 

Selangor Bar accounts looks very healthy.  

 

5.3 The Chairman replied that any reduction in subscription will affect Selangor Bar’s 

annual income and probably cause a deficit in the accounts. He explained that 

although the savings is very healthy, we should not be drawing funds from savings to 

cover operational costs as this would deplete the monies saved. The Chairman further 

explained that with the current subscriptions, the Committee was able to either absorb 

or subsidise the cost of organising events and provide services for members, which in 

turn allows the Committee to keep the charges for such events and services relatively 

low. He then urged the floor to retain the current subscription.   

 

5.4 Members unanimously agreed to retain the subscription. The Chairman then declared 

that the subscription for the year 2013 be fixed at RM150.00. 

 

 

ITEM 6 OF AGENDA:  

6.1 To elect one (1) member as Chairman of the Selangor Bar Committee for the 

year 2013/2014.       

  

6.1.1 The Chairman invited SS Muker to preside over items 6, 7 and 8 of the Agenda.  

 

6.1.2 Before handing over to SS Muker, the Chairman thanked the outgoing Committee for 

their outstanding contributions to the Selangor Bar. He further expressed his best 

wishes to the incoming Committee.  
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6.1.3 Salim B. Bashir thanked the Chairman for a job well done in serving Selangor Bar 

members for 2 years.  

 

6.1.4 SS Muker called for the nomination of candidates for Chairman of the Selangor Bar 

Committee for the ensuing year.  

 

6.1.5 Vishnu Kumar was proposed by Arudkumaran and seconded by Kanarasan 

Ghandinesen. 

 

6.1.6 There being no other nominations, Ramesh Lachmanan proposed the nominations to 

be closed, which was seconded by Suraj Singh. 

 

6.1.7 SS Muker then declared Vishnu Kumar as Selangor Bar’s Chairman for the year 

2013/2014. 

 

6.1.8 SS Muker proposed to proceed with item 8 before item 7. Members unanimously 

agreed.   

 

 

ITEM 8 OF AGENDA:  

To elect one (1) member to represent Selangor Bar on the Bar Council for the year 

2013/2014.                                                  

 

8.1 SS Muker called for the nomination of candidates for Selangor Bar’s Representative 

to the Bar Council for the ensuing year. 

 

8.2 Rajpal Singh was proposed by JR Samuel and seconded by Muhammad  Hidhir. 

 

8.3 There being no other nominations, Faris proposed nominations to be closed, which 

was seconded by Suraj Singh. 

  

8.4 SS Muker then declared Rajpal Singh as Selangor Bar’s Representative to the Bar 

Council for the year 2013/2014.  

 

 

 

 

 



 49TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
 

13 

 

ITEM 7 OF AGENDA:  

To elect ten (10) members as members of the Selangor Bar Committee for the year 

2013/2014.                                                  

 

7.1 SS Muker called for nominations for the ten (10) committee members for the year 

2013/2014. 

 

7.2 The following candidates were nominated for election as committee members: 

 

No. Name Proposed By Seconded By 

1. Tejindarpal Kaur   Kanarasan Ghandinesen   Suraj Singh  

2. Suraj Singh Vishnu Kumar Rajpal Singh 

3. Ramesh Lachmanan Mohan Ramakrishnan Arudkumaran 

4. Noor Suhaila Bt Saad  Syamsuriatina Bt Ishak Ramesh Lachmanan 

5. Wee Su Lin  Christina Teoh Ai Chin  Sumathi Murugiah 

6. Afifuddin B Ahmad Hafifi Salim B. Bashir Rajpal Singh 

7. Logendran  Arudkumaran  Suren 

8. Muhammad Hidhir Zulkifli Ramesh Lachmanan 

9. Nurul Muhaniza Sri Rahayu Muhammad Hidhir 

10. Sally Chee Lai Yan Chee Cheong Meng Wee Su Lin 

11. Tieh Siaw Siong Suraj Singh  Vishnu Kumar 

12. Noor Hajran Vincent Vijay JR Samuel 

  

7.3 There being no other nominations, Muhmmad Hidhir proposed the nominations to be 

closed, seconded by Ramesh Lachmanan. 

 

7.4 The following members were appointed to oversee and scrutinise the voting, namely 

Sumathi Murugiah, Vincent Vijay, Gerard Lazarus, Christina Teoh Ai Chin and 

Syamsuriatina Bt Ishak.  

 

7.5 SS Muker invited the candidates to introduce themselves to members. All candidates 

then took turns to introduce themselves to the house. 

 

7.6 The ballot papers were distributed by the secretariat staff to the members and voting 

by secret ballot took place. 

 

7.7 While waiting for the results of the election for committee members to be counted, the 

Chairman was asked by SS Muker to continue chairing the meeting, which he did.  
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7.8 The Chairman then announced the results of the election for committee members and 

declared the 10 candidates with the most number of votes as the elected committee 

members for the ensuing term, are as follows: 

 

 

 

7.9    The ten (10) candidates with the most votes were duly elected to serve in the Selangor 

Bar Committee for the year 2013/2014.  

 

ITEM 9 OF AGENDA: General 

 

9.1 No matters were raised under this item. 

 

9.2 There being no other matters, the meeting ended at 6.00pm with a vote of thanks to 

the Chair. 

 

 

TEJINDARPAL KAUR 

HONORARY SECRETARY 

SELANGOR BAR COMMITTEE 2012/13 

No. Name  Votes 

1. Ramesh Lachmanan  : 171 

2. Suraj Singh : 167 

3. Afifuddin B Hafifi : 161 

4. Wee Su Lin  : 159 

5. Sally Chee Lai Yan  : 153 

6. Tejindarpal Kaur  : 152 

7. Noor Suhaila Saad  : 150 

8. Nurul Muhaniza : 144 

9. Muhammad Hidhir  : 137 

10. Tieh Siaw Siong : 131 

11. Noor Hajran  : 104 

12. Logendran : 52 


